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cher had been in intimate correspondence with General
Sir John Clavering, and even before the arrest of Pigot the
proceedings and disputes of the Madras Board had been
communicated to the Supreme Council, while 110 private
representations had been made on behalf of Lord Pigot Js
party. Commander George Baker, writing to Sir Robert
Palk, on August 30th, thus informs us: "Answers to tho
whole detail of what was sent previous to the Revolution
have been received from the Supreme (Government) con-
demning in general Lord Pigot's measures, more especial-
Ly those at Tanjore, and particularly his seizure of the
Nabob's agent within the confines of the Carnatic. No
answers are yet received to the accounts sent of the Revo-
lution. They cannot well be expected till towards the end
of this month."
"On the 6th instant the Administration here received
public letters from the Supreme Council at Calcutta, ack-
nowledging the receipt of the letter containing the account
of the late Revolution here: of which they show their full
approbation, and promise to support them in their govern-
ment. Thus this matter now stands.''
After the death of Lord Pigot in confinement in May
1777, an inquest was held an-d the Grand Jury brought in
a verdict of wilful murder against Stratton and the Majo-
rity and also the military officers concerned. The verdict
was delivered in July nearly two months after the death
which happened on the llth May 1777. But it was not
published until September. On the last day of August,
John Whitehill arrived from England with despatches
from the Directors addressed to ''Lord Pigot, our Presi
dent and Governor of Fort St. George", Thomas Rirmbold,
Major General Hector Munro, John Whitehill and others.
The Directors denounced the usurpation of the Majority,
ordered the reinstatement of Lord Pigot, but directed his
immediate return to England by the first ship. Thomas
Rumbold was to be his successor; Stratton and the Majo-
rity, and also Benfield were summoned home, being sus-
pended.
In the absence of Rumbold s^ad Hector Munro, John
WTiitehill was the Senior Councillor and the only one pre-
sent in Madras. He summoned Sadlier and Craiiford to
assist him and assumed office as provisional Governor.